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Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 
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Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .56, 1 .97 and 1 .98, the attention of the Patent and 
Trademark Office is hereby directed to the references listed on the attached Form PTO-1449. 
It is respectfully requested that the information be expressly considered during the 
prosecution of this application, and that the references be made of record therein and appear 
among the "References Cited" on any patent to issue therefrom. 

Documents C178-C184 are copies of papers relating to an opposition 
proceeding against European Patent No. 0939121 and copies of these documents are 
submitted herewith. The opposed European patent is a divisional application of European 
Patent No. 4175631 (European Application No. 901 16707.2), which is a priority document 
for the above-identified patent application. The oral hearing for this opposition was held 
October 27, 2006. The outcome of this hearing, which is not yet published and may be 
appealed, is that all claims are maintained in their allowed form except claim 1 1 . 

Documents C24, CI 03, CI 62, and CI 76 are repeated in the attached Form 

PTO-1449. The original listing of these references omitted some bibliographical information 
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regarding the document. Applicants believe that the citations are now complete. Copies of 
these documents have been submitted with previous Information Disclosure Statements. 



Statement shall not be construed to mean that a search has been made or that no other 
material information as defined in 37 CFR 1.56(a) exists. In accordance with 37 CFR 
1 .97(h), the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed to be an 
admission that any patent, publication or other information referred to therein is "prior art' 
for this invention unless specifically designated as such. 



action on the merits. Enclosed please find a check in the amount of $180.00 covering the fee 
set forth in 37 CFR 1.1 7(p) is enclosed. The Director is hereby authorized to charge any 
deficiency in the fees filed, asserted to be filed or which should have been filed herewith (or 
with any paper hereafter filed in this application by this firm) to our Deposit Account No. 13- 
2855, under Order No. 01017/40451B. A duplicate copy of this paper is enclosed. 
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